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Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  lay  before  you  my  application  for  the  Post 
of  Conservator  of  the  Museum  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  of  England. 

In  support  of  my  Candidature  I venture  to  submit 
the  following  statement : — 

My  chief  qualifications  are  those  of  one  who, 
trained  for  the  practice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  has 
devoted  almost  20  years  to  special  study  of  the  structure 
of  Man,  and  of  all  such  allied  subjects  as  seemed  most 
likely  to  assist  in  elucidating  the  structure  and  action 
of  the  Human  body  in  health  and  disease.  My  investi- 
gations, as  may  be  seen  from  the  appended  list  of 
published  papers,  relate  to  Human  and  Comparative 
Anatomy,  Embryology,  Teratology  and  Anthropology. 
In  this  way  I have  acquired  a first-hand  knowledge  of 
subjects  which  are  extensively  represented  by  the 
valuable  collections  in  the  Museum  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons. 

From  my  papers  published  in  more  recent  years, 
it  will  be  seen  that  I have  become  more  and  more 
convinced  that  structure  and  function  should  not  be 
studied  separately,  and  that  to  ensure  real  progress  in 
the  fundamental  subjects  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  it  is 
necessary  to  return  to  the  aims  and  methods  of  Hunter, 
and  to  use  the  one  to  assist  in  explaining  the  other. 

As  Curator  of  the  Museum  of  the  London  Hospital 
Medical  College  during  the  last  1 1 years,  I have  become 
familiar  with  Museum  methods.  During  that  period 
there  have  been  many  reforms  in  the  processes  of 


preserving  and  mounting  of  Pathological  and  Anatom- 
ical specimens,  thus  rendering  it  necessary  to  revise 
and  largely  renew  many  sections  of  the  Museum.  In 
that  work  I have  taken  an  active  part,  and  have  thus 
acquired  a practical  knowledge  of  Pathological  as  well 
as  of  Normal  Anatomy. 

My  training  has  been  the  following : — After  gradu- 
ating in  Medicine  and  Surgery  at  the  University  of 
Aberdeen  in  the  Spring  of  1888,  I conducted  the 
class  of  Practical  Physiology  for  a session  in  the  absence 
of  Professor  MacWilliam.  I then  accepted,  on  the 
the  recommendation  of  Sir  Joseph  Hooker,  the  post  of 
Medical  Officer  and  Naturalist  to  a Company  prospecting 
in  Siam.  After  spending  three  years  and  a half  in  the  East, 
I returned  and  employed  the  three  following  years  in  study 
and  research  at  University  College,  London  ; the  Univer- 
sity of  Leipzic ; the  Museum  and  Library  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  and  the  Natural  History  Museum, 
South  Kensington.  During  that  period  I qualified  as  a 
Member  and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
and  took  the  degree  of  M.D.  at  the  University  of 
Aberdeen  by  research.  In  1 895  I was  appointed  Senior 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  at  the  London  Hospital 
Medical  College,  the  post  of  Curator  to  the  Museum 
being  added  in  1896,  and  that  of  Lecturer  in  Anatomy 
in  1899.  In  1901  I was  co-opted  as  a member  of  the 
College  Board.  I have  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Anatomical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  of  the  Zoological  Society  of  London  (having 
been  a member  of  the  Publication  and  Prosectorial 
Committees),  and  of  the  Royal  Anthropological  Insti- 
tute of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

From  the  terms  of  the  advertisement,  I assume 
that  the  Council  does  not  wish  Candidates  to  present 
testimonials  as  to  their  qualifications  for  the  post  of 
Conservator.  Were  such  testimony  required,  however,  I 
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feel  sure  that  the  College  Board  and  the  Museum 
Committee  of  the  London  Hospital  would  give  an 
opinion  of  my  work  there.  In  addition,  I have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  leading  members  of  the  Scientific 
Societies  I have  mentioned  above  would,  if  asked,  give 
an  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  my  contributions  to 
Anatomy  and  allied  subjects.  In  particular,  I would 
refer  you  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  permitted  me  to 
include  their  names  in  the  adjoining  List  of  References. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  assure  you  that,  if  I am 
honoured  by  receiving  this  appointment,  I will  use 
every  endeavour  “ to  discharge  the  office  with  diligence, 
care  and  fidelity.’' 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

ARTHUR  KEITH. 

The  Council, 

The  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England. 


LIST  OF  REFERENCES. 


•►•O 

Sir  William  Turner,  F.R.S.,  Principal  and  Vice-Chancellor 
of  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 

Jonathan  Hutchinson,  Senr.,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  54,  Gower 
Street,  W,C. 

Sir  Thomas  Clifford  Allbutt,  F.R.S.,  University  of  Cam- 
bridge, 

Dr.  James  Mackenzie  (formerly  of  Burnley),  77,  Bentinck 
Street,  W, 

N.  C.  Macnamarra,  Esq.,  19,  Grosvenor  Street,  W, 

Sir  James  Barr,  Royal  Infirmary,  Liverpool, 

Dr.  George  A.  Gibson,  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh, 

Hans  Gadow,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  University  of  Cambridge. 

W.  H.  Gaskell,  Esq.,  F.R.S.,  University  of  Cambridge. 

Dr.  Christopher  Addison,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital, 

Professor  Charnock  Bradley,  M.B.,  Royal  Veterinary 
College,  Edinburgh. 

Professor  John  Cleland,  F.R.S.,  University  of  Glasgow. 

Professor  D.  J.  Cunningham,  F.R.S.,  University  of 
Edinburgh. 

Professor  Francis  Dixon,  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 

L.  A.  Dunn,  Esq.,  F.RC.S.,  formerly  Lecturer  on 
Anatomy,  Guy's  Hospital. 

Professor  Edward  Fawcett,  University  College,  Bristol, 

W.  H.  Clayton-Greene,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Lecturer  on 
Anatomy,  St.  Mary's  Hospital. 

Professor  Wardrop  Griffith,  University  of  Leeds. 

Professor  David  Hepburn,  University  College,  Cardiff. 

Professor  R.  Howden,  University  of  Durham, 
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Professor  A.  Macalister,  F.R.S.,  University  of  Cambridge, 
Principal  Yule  Mackay,  University  College^  Dundee, 

Dr.  Alex.  Macphail,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy^  Charing  Cross 
Hospital, 

Professor  Musgrove,  University  of  St,  Andrew's, 

F.  G.  Parsons,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  Lecturer  on  Anatomyy 
St,  Thomas's  Hospital, 

Professor  A.  M.  Paterson,  University  of  Liverpool, 
Professor  R.  W.  Reid,  University  of  Aberdeen 
Professor  J.  Symington,  F.R.S.,  Queen's  College,  Belfast, 
Professor  G.  D.  Thane,  University  College,  London, 
Professor  Peter  Thompson,  King's  College,  London. 
Professor  Arthur  Thomson,  University  of  Oxford. 

Professor  B.  C.  A.  Windle,  F.R.S.,  President  of  Queen's 
College,  Cork. 

Dr.  William  Wright,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  Middlesex 
Hospital. 
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LIST  OF  RESEARCHES  AND  CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO  ANATOMICAL  LITERATURE. 


^‘Embryology  and  Morphology,”  a textbook  for 
Medical  Students.  2nd  Edition.  1905. 

“A  Manual  of  Practical  Anatomy,”  in  conjunct- 
ion with  the  late  Professor  A.  W.  Hughes.  1901. 

“Surgical  Applied  Anatomy,”  by  Sir  Frederick 
Treves.  Edited  Edition  of  1907 ; assisted  the 
Author  in  the  Edition  of  1901. 

“An  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Anthropoid 
Apes.”  London:  Page  and  Pratt.  1897. 


1.  “Anatomical  Notes  on  Malay  Apes.”  Proc.  of  the 

Singapore  Branch,  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society. 
1891,  1892. 

2.  “The  Comparative  Anatomy  of  the  Ligaments  of 

Men  and  Apes.”  Journ.  of  Anat.  and  Physiol, 
fanuary,  1894. 

3.  “Notes  on  the  Supra-costalis  Anterior.”  Ibid. 

April,  1894. 

4.  “Notes  on  a Theory  to  account  for  the  various 

arrangements  of  the  Flexor  Profundus  Digi- 
torum  in  the  Hand  and  Foot  of  Primates,” 
Ibid.  April,  1894. 

5.  “ Growth  of  Brain  in  Men  and  Monkeys,  with  aC  short 

criticism  of  the  usual  method  of  st^hg  Brain- 
ratios.”  Ibid.  January,  1895. 
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6.  The  Modes  of  Origin  of  the  Carotid  and  Subclavian 

Arteries  from  the  Arch  of  the  Aorta  in  the 
Higher  Primates.”  Ibid,  Aprils  1895. 

7.  The  Remains  of  Fossil  Man.”  Science  Progress. 

July,  1895. 

8.  “ The  Myology  of  the  Catarrhini.”  (M.D.  Thesis 

in  the  University  of  Aberdeen).  Unpublished. 

9.  ‘‘  The  Frequent  Occurrence  of  a Divided  Inferior 

Vena  Cava  in  the  genus  Hylobates”  (Gibbons). 
Proc.  Anat.  Soc.  of  Grt.  Brit,  and  Ir.  Novem- 
ber, 1895. 

10.  “ The  Use  of  Formaldehyd  in  Preserving  Dissecting- 

room  Subjects.”  Proc.  Anat.  Soc.  Grt.  Brit, 
and  Ir.  May,  1896. 

11.  “The  Relative  Position  of  the  Spinal  Accessory 

Nerve  to  the  Jugular  Vein  and  Transverse  Pro- 
cess of  the  Atlas.”  Ibid.  May,  1896. 

12.  “A  Variation  that  occurs  in  the  Manubrium  Sterni 

of  Higher  Primates.”  Journ.  of  Anat.  and 
Physiol.,  Vol.  xxx.  1896. 

13.  “Seventh  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Collective 

Investigation  of  the  Anatomical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland”  (in  conjunction  with 
Mr.  F.  G.  Parsons).  Journ.  of  Anat.  and 
Physiol.,  Vol.  xxxi.  1897. 

14.  “A  Preliminary  Investigation  of  the  Influence  of 

Body-posture  on  the  Position  and  Shape  of 
Abdominal  and  Thoracic  Organs.”  Ibid.  April, 

1898. 

15.  “ On  the  Chimpanzees  and  their  Relationship  to  the 

Gorilla.”  Proc.  Zooh  Soc.  London.  March  7th, 

1899. 
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1 6.  “A  Comparison  of  the  Anomalous  Parts  of  two 

subjects — the  one  with  a Cervical  Rib,  the  other 
with  a Rudimentary  First  Rib’’  (in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Hertslet).  Journ.  of  Anat.  and  PhysioL, 
Vol.  XXX.  1897. 

17.  “Comparative  Study  of  the  Destructive  Effects  of 

Modern  Military  Bullets”  (in  conjunction  with 
Mr.  Hugh  Rigby).  Lancet.  December  2nd ^ 1899. 

18.  Lectures  given  at  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 

England,  as  Hunterian  Professor,  on  “The 
Relationship  of  Man  to  the  Primates.”  1900. 
(Not  yet  published). 

19.  “The  Anatomy  and  Nature  of  two  Acardiac 

Foetuses.”  Trans.  Obstet.  Soc.  of  London,  Vol. 
xlii.  1900. 

20.  “ The  Uterus  of  a Pregnant  Macacus  rhesus.’’  Proc. 

Anat.  Soc.  of  Grt.  Brit,  and  Ir.  May,  1900. 

21.  “ The  Significance  of  certain  Features  and  Types  of 

the  External  Ear.”  Nature.  November  7th,  1901 . 

22.  “ On  the  Development  of  the  Fundus  of  the 

Stomach”  (in  conjunction  with  Mr.  F.  Wood- 
Jones).  Proc.  Anat.  Soc.  of  Grt.  Brit,  and  Ir. 
November,  1901. 

23.  “ The  Extent  to  which  the  Posterior  Segments  of 

the  Body  have  been  Transmuted  and  Suppressed 
in  the  Evolution  of  Man  and  Higher  Primates.” 
Journ.  of  Anat.  and  Physiol.  October,  1902. 

24.  “The  Anatomy  of  the  Valvular  Mechanism  round 

the  Venous  Orifices  of  the  Right  and  Left 
Auricles,  with  some  observations  on  the  Mor- 
phology of  the  Heart.”  Proc.  Anat.  Soc.  of 
Grt.  Brit,  and  Ir.  November,  1902. 
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25.  ‘‘The  Relationship  of  the  Eruption  of  the  Perman- 

ent Molar  Teeth  to  the  Expansion  of  the 
Maxillary  Sinus.”  Brit,  Journ.  of  Dental  Science, 
June  16th^  1902, 

26.  “ Inflation  of  the  Nasal  Canal  in  the  skulls  of  adult 

Gorillas  and  Chimpanzees,  and  the  Relative 
Development  of  the  Sinus  Maxillaris  and  Inferior 
Meatus  in  Man  and  Apes.”  Proc,  Anat.  Soc,  of 
Grt,  Brit,  and  Ir,  May,  1902, 

27.  “Contribution  to  the  Human  Mechanism  of  Respi- 

ration.” Ibid.  May,  1903, 

28.  “Anatomical  Evidence  as  to  the  Nature  of  the 

Csecum  and  Appendix.”  Ibid.  November,  1903. 

29.  Hunterian  Lectures  at  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 

geons, England,  on  “The  Nature  and  Anatomy 
of  Enteroptosis  (Glenard’s  Disease).”  Lancet. 
March  7th  and  14th,  1903, 

30.  “ Why  does  Phthisis  attack  the  Apex  of  the  Lung  ” ? 

London  Hospital  Gazette.  Nove^nber,  1903, 

31.  “Notes  on  a Case  of  Backward  Dislocation  of  the 

Head  of  the  Humerus”  (in  conjunction  with 
Mr.  C.  W.  Mansell-Moullin).  Lancet.  Feb- 
ruary 20th,  1904. 

32.  Hunterian  Lectures  at  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 

geons, England,  on  “The  Evolution  and  Action 
of  Certain  Muscular  Structures  of  the  Heart.” 
Lancet.  February  27th,  March  5th,  March  12th, 
1904. 

33.  “The  Preputial  or  Odoriferous  Glands  of  Man” 

(in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Arthur  Shillitoe). 
Lancet,  January  16th,  1904, 
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34*  ‘‘  The  Nature  of  the  Mammalian  Diaphragm  and 

Pleural  Cavities.”  Journ.  of  AnaL  and  Physiol. 
April,  1905. 

35.  Malformations  of  the  Human  Heart.”  Proc.  Anat^ 

Soc.  of  Grt.  Brit,  and  Ir.  February,  1905. 

36.  “ Malformations  of  the  Bulbus  Cordis,  an  unrecog- 

nised Division  of  the  Human  Heart.”  Studies 
in  Pathology  ; Quater-centenary  Publication  of  the 
University  of  Aberdeen.  1906. 

37.  “ The  Results  of  an  Anthropological  Investigation 

of  the  External  Ear.”  Proc.  Anat.  and  Anthro- 
pological Society  of  the  University  of  Aberdeen. 
June,  1906. 

38.  “ The  Auriculo- Ventricular  Bundle  of  the  Human 

Heart”  (in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Martin  Flack). 
Lancet.  August  11th,  1906. 

39.  Description  of  a Heart,  showing  Gummatous 

Infiltration  of  the  Auriculo-Ventricular  Bundle  ” 
(in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Charles  Miller).  Lancet. 
November  24th,  1906. 

40.  “Three  Cases  of  Malformation  of  the  Tracheo- 

(Esophageal  Septum”  (in  conjunction  with  Dr. 
J.  E.  Spicer).  Journ.  of  Anat.  and  Physiol. 
October,  1906. 

41.  “Explanation  of  Partial  Deficiency  of  the  Peri- 

cardium.” Ibid.  October,  1906. 

42.  “The  Form  and  Nature  of  the  Muscular  Connect- 

ions between  the  Primary  Divisions  of  the 
Vertebrate  Heart”  (in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Martin  Flack).  Ibid.  April,  1907. 
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43.  “Visceroptosis.”  Clifford  Allbutt’s  System  of 

Medicine,  Revised  Edition ^ 1907,  Also  Articles 
on  “Anatomy”  and  “Ptosis  of  Liver.” 

44.  “ The  Anatomy  of  the  Structures  concerned  in  the 

Production  of  the  Venous  Pulse.”  Journ,  of 
Anat,  and  Physiol,  October^  1907 , 


List  of  Researches  published  from  the  Anatomical  Depart' 
ment  of  the  London  Hospital  Medical  College. 


1.  “ The  Anatomy  of  a Hermaphroditic  Monster,”  by 

Dr.  J.  H.  Sequeira.  Journ,  of  Anat.  and  Physiol, 
1896-7, 

2.  “.The  Anatomy  and  Distribution  of  Lymphatic 

Glands,”  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Leaf.  Constable^  London. 
1898. 

3.  “Riedel’s  Lobe,  and  other  Malformations  of  the 

Liver,”  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Leaf.  Proc.  Anat.  Soc,  of 
Grt.  Brit,  and  Ir.  February^  1899, 

4.  “Anomalous  Lobulation  of  the  Right  Lung,”  by 

Mr.  A.  L.  Matthews.  Ibid,  February,  1898. 

5.  “ A Comparative  Study  of  the  Costal  Development 

of  Man  and  Apes,”  by  Mr.  A.  F.  Tredgold. 
Journ,  of  Anat.  and  Physiol,,  Vol.  xxxi.,  p.  288, 
1898. 

6.  “ A Case  of  Complete  Ectopia  Cordis,”  by  G.  F. 

Barnardo.  Ibid.  July,  1897. 
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7.  “ Some  Observations  on  the  Origin  and  Nature  of 

the  so-called  Hydatids  of  Morgagni,  found  in 
Men  and  Women,  with  especial  reference  to  the 
fate  of  the  Mullerian  Duct  in  the  Epididymis,” 
by  John  H.  Watson.  Ibid,  January,  1902. 

8.  “A  Note  on  the  Development  of  the  External 

Malleolus,”  by  Mr.  J.  H.  F.  Wilgress.  Proc. 
Anat.  Soc,  of  Grt.  Brit,  and  Ir.  May,  1900. 

g.  “Note  on  an  Outgrowth  of  a Lymphoid  Nature 
from  the  junction  of  the  Large  and  Small  Intes- 
tine of  a Frog  {Rana  Temporarid),^"  by  Mr.  F. 
Wood- Jones.  Ibid.  May^  1900. 

ip.  “The  Musculature  of  the  Bladder  and  Urethra,”  by 
Mr.  F.  Wood- Jones.  Ibid.  May,  1902. 

II.  “ The  Nature  of  the  Malformations  of  the  Rectum 
and  Urogenital  Passages,”  by  Mr.  F.  Wood- 
Jones.  Brit.  Med.  Journ.  December  17th,  1904. 


“Torsion  of  the  Testicle”  (with  Mr.  R.  M.  Going). 
Lancet.  February  10th,  1906. 

Report  of  the  Committee,  constituted  by  the  Royal 
Anthropological  Institute  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
in  1906,  to  Examine  the  Pygmy  People  (with  other 
members  of  the  Committee).  The  Report  is  not  yet 
published. 

“Human  Anatomy  in  England  during  the  Nineteenth 
Century.”  Lancet.  January  4th,  1908. 


Professor  Keith. 

(a)  Three  Demonstrations  on  the  Malformations  of  the  Hind-End 

of  the  Body.  Brit.  Med.  Journ.  19U8,  Dec.  12th,  19th 
& 26th.  ’ 

(b)  Three  Demonstrations  on  the  Malformations  of  the  Face  and 

Keck.  (To  appear  in  the  Brit.  Med.  Journal.) 

(c)  The  Mechanism  underlying  the  various  Methods  of  Artificial 

Eespiration.  Lancet,  1909,  March  13th,  20th,  & 27th. 

(d)  Lectures  on  the  Malformations  of  the  Heart.  (To  appear  in 

the  ‘Lancet.’) 

(e)  The  Mechanism  of  Eespiration  in  Man.  Hill’s  Advances  in 

Physiology,  1909. 

(/)  The  Pathology  of  Stokes- Adams  Disease.  Clifford* Allbutt’s 
System  of  Medicine,  1909. 

"Professor  A.~Keith  : “ ■ 

(1)  Description  of  a New  Craniometer  and  of  certain  Age-changes 
in  the  Anthropoid  Skull.  Journ.  of  Anat.  & Physiol.  19  LO, 
vol.  xliv.  p.  251. 

(2)  Abnormal  ossification  of  Meckel’s  Cartilage.  Journ.  of  Anat. 

& Physiol.  1909,  vol.  xliv.  p.  151. 

(3)  The  Nature  of  Visceroptosis.  London  Hospital  Gazette, 

Nov.  1909. 

(4)  Constrictions  and  Occlusions  of  the  Alimentary  Canal.  Brit. 

Med.  Journ.  1910,  i.  p.  301. 

Prof.  A.  Keith  & Dr.  Ivy  Mackenzie.  Eecent  Eesearches  on  the 
Anatomy  of  the  Heart.  Lancet,  1910,  Jan.  8th. 

6.  Professor  A.  Keith,  llie  Position  of  the  Negro  and  Pygmy 

among  Human  Eaces.  Nature,  July  14th,  1910,  p.  55. 

7.  Diaphragmatic  Herniae.  Brit.  Med.  Journ.  Oct.  29th, 

1910,  p.  1297.  1^11* 

8.  lire  Position  of  Sir  Charles  Bell  amongst  Anatomists. 

Lancet,  Feb.  4th,  1911. 

9.  An  Enquiry  into  the  Nature  of  Skeletal  Changes  in 

Acromegaly.  Lancet,  April  15th,  1911. 

10.  Abstract  of  six  Hunterian  Lectures  on  the  Eemains  of 

Fossil  Man.  Lancet,  March  18th,  1911. 

11.  Discovery  of  the  Teeth  of  Palaeolithic  Man  in  Jersey. 

Nature,  May  1911. 

12.  An  Account  of  the  Crania  from  Southern  Nigeria,  presented 

to  the  Eoyal  College  of  Surgeons  by  Mr.  P.  A.  Talbot.  Journ. 

Eoyal  Anthropological  Institute,  1911. 

13.  Professor  Keith  1 & Mr.  Alban  Doran.  Specimens  illustrating 
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